Abstract. As a result of studies on neotropical Pteris L., we report new records of Pteris albertiae and P. longifolia from Costa Rica; P. longipetiolulata from Costa Rica, Panama, Peru, Bolivia, and Venezuela; and P. muricatopedata from Mexico and Guatemala. The expanded distribution range and addition of species to biodiversity lists provide relevant information about the ecology and taxonomy of the species.
Pteris L. contains more than 300 species of pantropical distribution. In America, Pteris is represented by approximately 60 species and lacks a modern taxonomic revision (Arbeláez, 1996) . As currently circumscribed, it is morphologically heterogeneous and probably polyphyletic; for this reason it is difficult to give characteristics that define the genus (Moran, 2012) .
The genus Pteris is characterized by petioles with a single omega-shaped vascular bundle (the open end of the omega oriented adaxially) and linear sori on a submarginal connecting vein covered by the reflexed margin of the lamina (false indusium) (Moran, 2012) .
Pteris is ubiquitous; most species occur in mature forest, but others can be found in secondary forest, clearings, or along rocky stream banks. In tropical America, species grow in wet forests, cloud forests, gallery forests, thickets, at the edge of clearings, and occasionally on cliffs (Tryon and Tryon, 1982) .
New records of Pteris from Mexico, Central America, and other Neotropical countries contribute to the knowledge of American biodiversity, therefore, the species list of each country is increased. Arbeláez (1995) mentioned in the key of species that Pteris albertiae differs from P. muricata in having a completely smooth petiole (vs. petiole spinescent toward the base in P. muricata). Additionally, Arbeláez (1996) This species could be confused with the Asian Pteris vittata L., but differs from it by articulate pinnae (vs. non-articulate), pinnae base conspicuously auriculate on both sides (vs. slightly auriculate), 32-70 pinnae pairs (vs. 11-22), erose indusia (vs. entire), terminal pinna similar in length to lateral pinnae (vs. longer than lateral pinnae) (Moran, 1995; Mickel and Smith, 2004) . Moran, 1989) (Tropicos, 2013a) . Arbeláez (1995) Moran (1995) mentioned that in Pteris muricata recorded from Chiapas, Guatemala, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and Panama, the spine length in the axis is markedly reduced in comparison with that of plants from South America. The author also mentioned that P. muricata presents variations in the degree of blade dissection. The information provided by Moran (1995) is interpreted as an indication that the taxon is in reality a species complex, later segregated by Arbeláez (1995 Arbeláez ( , 1996 in the species previously mentioned.
Pteris longipetiolulata
In the Tropicos database there are also specimens identified as P. muricata from Mexico (D. Breedlove 34687, MO, det.: R. C. Moran, 1995) and Guatemala (P. Standley 83723, F, det.: R. C. Moran, 1995) (Tropicos, 2013b) . Mickel and Smith (2004) recorded Pteris muricata Hook. from Mexico, Guatemala, and Nicaragua, but apparently the material from this distributional area
